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Course syllabus 

Specialisation: G17 Architecture and Urban Planning 

Study programme: Architecture and Urban Planning (Bachelor’s degree) 

Course title: 
Public Space in a Historically Formed 

Environment. Inclusivity and Accessibility 

Type of course: Elective course 

Course code: - 

Year of study: Years 3–4 (undergraduate level) 

Semester: 5th–8th (depending on the curriculum) 

Mode of study: Full-time 

Types of classes and number of hours per 

semester: 
40 

Lectures 12 

Practical classes 0 

Laboratory 28 

Design 0 

Number of ECTS credits: 3 

Form of final assessment: 
Assessment based on a final coursework 

assignment and its defence 

Language of instruction: Ukrainian 

 

Course objectives 

C1 

To provide students with systematic knowledge of inclusivity and accessibility of 

public spaces in a historically formed environment, the principles of barrier-free 

design, and the foundations for combining contemporary needs with the requirements 

of cultural heritage preservation. 



   

 

C2 

To develop the ability to carry out educational and project-based tasks involving the 

analysis and audit of barriers, and the development of proposals for adapting historic 

public spaces for different user groups. 

 

Requirements for prior knowledge, skills and competences 

1 
Computer literacy and proficiency in basic graphic and BIM tools (ArchiCAD or 

similar) for preparing drawings and diagrams. 

2 
Basic knowledge of architectural design and urban planning, particularly the principles 

of public space design. 

3 
Basic understanding of historical and urban heritage (including UNESCO sites) and 

skills in working with regulatory documentation (DBN, national standards, etc.). 

 

Learning outcomes 

 In terms of knowledge: 

EK 1 

Has knowledge of inclusivity, accessibility, barrier-free design and universal design in 

the context of public spaces in historic cities, and understands the main types of 

barriers and user groups. 

EK 2 

Is able to identify issues of inclusivity in public spaces within a historically formed 

environment, analyse regulatory requirements and select relevant examples and 

approaches. 

 In terms of skills: 

EK 3 

Is able to carry out a learning-project task: conducting a spatial inventory, an 

accessibility audit, an analysis of historical maps and routes, as well as formulating 

well-founded proposals for adapting the environment. 

 In the area of social competences: 

EK 4 

Is able to present the results of the analysis and project proposals in graphic and 

textual form, providing reasoned explanations of their compliance with accessibility 

requirements and the historical context. 

 

Course content 

Form of classes – lectures, practical sessions 

 Curriculum 

L1 

Theoretical foundations of inclusivity, accessibility and principles of intervention in 

historically formed environments 

Key concepts of inclusivity, accessibility, barrier-free design and universal design; 

regulatory framework; principles of sensitive, minimal and reversible intervention in the 

historical environment; course structure, selection of research subject and the role of the 

MOOC course and digital platform as cross-cutting tools for supporting the discipline. 



   

 

L2 

Analysis of the historically formed environment from the perspective of inclusivity 

and accessibility, and examples of the adaptation of public spaces 

Methods for analysing the historical environment are outlined: working with historical 

maps, plans and archival materials; identifying spatial axes, historical layers, lost 

buildings and connections with the surrounding area. On this basis, Ukrainian and 

international examples of the adaptation of historic public spaces are examined, along 

with the principles for selecting analogues and methods for translating the results of the 

analysis into project logic. 

L3 

Project concept for an inclusive and accessible public space: routes, navigation, 

materials and details 

The principles for forming a general design concept for the adaptation of historic public 

space are examined, along with the logic behind constructing an inclusive route and 

organising zones for movement, activity and leisure. The analysis then moves on to 

approaches to the orientation and navigation system, as well as materials, surfacing, 

landscaping elements and details that ensure accessibility, legibility and the sensitive 

integration of new solutions into the historically formed environment. Particular attention 

is paid to the justification of design decisions and the preparation of visual presentations. 

P1 

Using a digital platform as a tool for preparing field research on inclusivity and 

accessibility 

Mastering methods for identifying barriers, completing checklists and matrices, taking 

photographs, and preparing for an on-site survey of a selected site using a digital platform 

for analysing public spaces. The practical session is based on materials from the MOOC 

course, the structure of which is presented in the first lecture and continues to guide the 

entire course. 

P2 

Analysis of the results of the field study on inclusivity and accessibility, and setting 

the task for historical and architectural analysis  

Presentation of the results of the on-site survey, checking of checklists, matrices and 

photographic documentation, clarification of problem areas and the suitability of the 

selected site for the course assignment. Formulation of the task for cartographic analysis 

of the territory and preparation of a historical and architectural reference plan with an 

analysis of the surrounding area. 

P3 

Historical and architectural master plan and setting the task for analysing the 

current situation from an accessibility perspective  

Discussion of cartographic findings, historical layers, spatial axes, lost buildings and 

connections with the surrounding area. Formulation of the task to produce a reference plan 

of the existing situation, taking into account the functional structure of the area, the 

transport and pedestrian network, and the results of the barrier analysis. 

P4 

Base plan of the existing situation and a draft master plan with proposals for 

inclusivity and accessibility 

Analysis of the baseline plan of the existing situation, functional and transport-pedestrian 

connections, as well as identified problem areas in the environment. Development of a 

draft concept for the master plan, definition of the logic of an inclusive route and key 

points for project intervention. 

P5 Development of the project concept for an inclusive public space  



   

 

Refinement of the master plan structure, the inclusive route, and spatial connections 

between zones of movement, activity and leisure. Development of key design solutions 

that determine the further detailing of the space. 

P6 

Detailing of the design solution: navigation, materials, surfacing and amenity 

elements for an accessible environment  

Development of an orientation and navigation system, refinement of recreational areas, 

selection of materials, surfacing, landscaping elements and key details, taking into account 

accessibility and historical context. Preparation of the final graphic presentation and 

explanatory notes. 

P7 

Defence of coursework on the design adaptation of public space based on the 

principles of inclusivity and accessibility  

Presentation of research findings and a design proposal for the modernisation of public 

space within a historically formed environment. Presentation of the workflow from field 

research and analysis to the development of master plans, design concepts and detailed 

solutions. 

 

Teaching methods 

1 
Lectures incorporating discussion, case studies, and work with regulatory and 

methodological sources. 

2 
Practical sessions, consultations, sketching, working with maps, master plans, 

analogues, and graphic and analytical materials. 

3 
Field surveys, photographic documentation, on-site route analysis, barrier audit, 

phased project development and defence of the coursework. 

4 

The teaching process also utilises a MOOC course and a platform for analysing public 

spaces. The MOOC course serves as a comprehensive digital resource for the 

theoretical and regulatory aspects of the discipline, whilst the platform is used for 

inventorying, auditing barriers, documenting and presenting results. After each lecture, 

students work through the relevant MOOC module to consolidate the material, and 

during preparation for practical sessions and the completion of their coursework, they 

refer back to it as a methodological guide. 

 

Assessment methods and criteria 

Assessment 

method code 
Description of the assessment method Pass mark 

O1 

Continuous assessment (O1): quality of interim 

assignments, completeness of analytical materials, 

results of site surveys, checklists, photographic 

documentation, cartographic analysis, historical and 

architectural reference plan, reference plan of the 

existing situation, draft master plan and participation 

in consultations. 

51% 



   

 

O2 

Final project (O2): coursework comprising an 

explanatory note, A3-format graphic materials and 

their public defence, with justification of decisions 

regarding inclusivity, accessibility and sensitive 

intervention in the historically formed environment. 

51% 
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Teaching materials and project section 
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Student workload 

Type of activity Average number of hours required 

Contact hours with the lecturer, including: 40 

Attendance at lectures 12 

Participation in practical sessions and the final 

presentation 
28 

Independent study, including: 50 

Preparation for lectures and practical sessions 

(studying the course book, standards, sources, 

analogues, MOOC modules and digital materials) 

20 

Completion of the final coursework (explanatory 

note, drawings, visualisations and preparation for 

the defence) 

30 

Total student workload 90 



   

 

Total number of ECTS credits for the course 3 

 

Learning outcomes matrix 

Symbol 

Learning 

of 

subject 

Learning outcomes 

of the study programme / 

degree of correlation 

Objectives 

of the 

subject 

Curriculum 

content 
Teaching 

of teaching 
Assessment 

assessment 

EK 1 
PR02, PR08, 

PR12, PR15 
++ C1, C2 

L1–L3, P1–

P7 
1, 2 O1, O2 

EK 2 
PR04, PR05, 

PR06, PR12 
+++ C1, C2 

L1–L3, P1–

P7 
1, 2 O1, O2 

EK 3 

PR07, PR09, 

PR12, PR15, 

PR20, PR21 

+++ C1, C2 
L1–L3, P1–

P7 
1, 2, 3 O1, O2 

EK 4 
PR01, PR16, 

PR19 
++ C1, C2 L2-L3, P2-P7 1, 2 O1, O2 
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